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Abstract: This article deals with the analysis of Gojri compounds from morpho- semantic perspectives. A qua-
litative descriptive approach is used for the analysis of the data. The data indicate that Gojri makes use of the
total and partial reduplication of words. The semantic function of this morphological process is to fill the voca-
bulary gap in the language and to express different semantic meanings. In Gojri, reduplication intensifies and
emphasise the meanings and it also expresses the meanings of diminution and distribution of actions over a
stretch of time.

Keywords: Gojri, morpho-semantic, reduplication

Date of Submission: 24-10-2019 Date of Acceptance: 09-11-2019

I. INTRODUCTION

Reduplication is a morphological process where the entire word or a portion of the word is repeated,
entirely or with a minimal modification.“systematic repetition of phonological material within a word for se-
mantic or grammatical purposes (Rubino 2005: 11)”.The repetition of the morphological base for the semantic
and morphological purposes is termed as reduplication. The reduplicative component contains the linguistic
features of the stem. These features are morpho-semantic which act as the base for the doubling. This reduplica-
tion can be total or partial. In full or total reduplication, the entire morphological base is reduplicated (Cohn,
1989 ). Healey (1960) states that partial reduplication copies a subpart or maximal syllable of the base. The
morphological reduplication involves semantic functions (Moravcsik 1978, Kiyomi 1993, Regier 1994, Niepo-
kuj 1997, and Rubino 2005 ).

Kiyomi (1993) asserts that the meanings conveyed by the reduplication are semantically iconic that can
only be expressed through reduplication. Lynch & Ross (2002) are of the view that reduplication can also serve
as derivational and inflectional purposes. Abbi (1992) claims that the reduplicated words have unique morpho-
syntactic features that make them distinct in the lexicon. The components of a compound word have individual
meanings where the second word has some semantic or phonetic relation with the first word (Abbi, 1992; Sub-
ramanyam, 1984). In the case of partial reduplication, Subramanyam (1984) regards the reduplicated words as
the doublets where the second word has no meanings on its own.

Gojri is an Indo- Aryan language and is being spoken by the Gujjars of Indo-Pak. Gojri is rich in re-
duplicative compounds that is a productive semantic class of compound words. The morpho- semantic pheno-
menon of reduplication in Gojri is discussed under the following headings:

Total Reduplication

Ngunga (2002) avers that the total reduplication involves the unification of the identical repuplicant and the
root. In the case of total reduplication, the entire base is doubled to construct a new word morphologically and
semantically. The total reduplication in Gojri performs different semantic functions. Consider the following
examples :

[ tato]+[ tato]hot’[tato -[ toto ]‘very hot’

[koro]+ koro]“bitter’[koro - Koro ]¢very bitter’

[otfo] +[utfo]‘high’[utfo - otfo] ‘very high’

[ kol J+[kol ]‘near’[ko]| - kol ]‘very near’

[roz]+[roz]‘day’[roz - roz ]‘every day’

[bafilo]+[bahlo] ‘quick’ [ bafilo - bafilo] ‘very quickly’
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[boaro]+ [baro] “big’ [baro -baro]“very big’

[lom3:]+[lom3:]‘long’[lom3: - lom3:]‘very long’

[d5go] +[ddgo] ‘deep’ [d5go- dBgo] ‘very deep’
[pi:lo] +ipi:lo] ‘yellow’ [pi:[o - pi:|o]‘deep yellow’
[ka:[o] +[ka:]o] ‘black’ [ka:lo - ka:[o] ‘very black’
[tfito] +[tf1to] ‘white’ [tfito - t[ito] © very white’
[khoto] +[khoto] ‘sour’ [khoto - khato] “‘very sour’
[mitho] +[mitho] ‘sweat’ [miths - mitho] “very sweat’
[rato] +[rato] ‘red’ [rato - roto] dark red’

[tfafaro] +[tfoforo] “plain’ [tfaforo - tfafora] very plain’
[ba:to]+[ba:to] ‘hard’ [ba:ts - ba:to] ‘very hard’
[thando] + [thondo] ‘cold’ [thando - thondp] ¢ very cold

The above reduplicated compounds indicate the semantic functions in Gojri. The reduplicated com-
pounds illustrate the increased quantity or activity that is termed as augmentation. The base word and the redup-
licant have the same semantic value or meaning. The semantic value of a word is augmented when it is redupli-
cated. The reduplication can enlarge the meanings in terms of intensity, frequency or size. [baro -baro] intensi-
fies the meaning that refers to a “very big’ thing.[roz - roz ] shows the increased frequency that refers to a thing
occurred again and again. The enlargement in the meanings is the semantic function of all these reduplicated

compounds that cannot be achieved without doubling the base word. Diminution is another semantic function of
reduplicated compounds that are discussed as below :

[motho] + [motho] “slow’ [moatho - motho] ‘very slowly’
[niko + niko]  “small’ [niko - niko]‘very small’

[mossd:] +[mossd:] ‘hardly’ [mossd: - mossd:]‘very hardly’
[kade:] +[kade:]‘seldom’[kade: - kade:] very rarely’

[kite:] +[kite:] ‘often’ [ kite: - kite:]“very often’

[ m3dro] +[m3dro] ‘short” [m3dro - madro ]‘very short’

[Nim3:] +[nim3:] ‘low’ [NTIM3: - nim3:]‘very low’

[patlo] +[patlo] ‘thin’ [patlo - patlo] ‘very thin’

The above reduplicated compounds indicate a decrease in the meanings. This semantic function of re-
duplicated words is called diminution where it reduces the meanings in size or extent. The above reduplicated
compounds impart the diminutive effect in the form of a reduction in the intensity, size and frequency of mean-
ings. [mat"o - matho] refers to the intensity of something that happens “very slowly’.[niko - niko] refers to the

size of a very small thing. [kade: - kade:] ‘very rarely’ is the diminutive effect in terms of frequency that de-
scribes the seldom occurrence of something.
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Following reduplicated compounds show distribution and plurality:
[fon ]+ [Aon] ‘now’ [ houn- hon] ‘currently’

[kero] +[kero] ‘who’ [kero - kero] ‘which persons’

[kon ] +[kon] ‘who’  [kon - kon] ‘which persons’

[kod ] +[ kad] ‘when’ [ ked - kod ]‘at what times’

[kit] +[ kit] ‘where’ [kit - kit ]‘which places’

[ ke:] +[ ke:] ‘what’ [ ke: - ke: ]‘what things’

[kia ] +[kid@] ‘where’ [kid - kid ] ‘what places’
[kisre:] +[kisre: ] ‘how’ [ kisre: - kisre: ] ‘in what ways’

The above reduplicated compounds function as the distribution and plurality. This semantic function can be seen
in reduplicated pronouns in Gojri. Distribution refers towards few among many whereas plurality indicates the
presence of many except few in doing some activity. The semantic function distribution over time is another
phenomenon that is seen in the following compounds :

[be:std:] +[ be:std:] ‘sit’[be:std: - be:std:]‘while sitting’

[ kholta:] +[khotd:] ‘stand’ [ khotd: - kholtd:] ‘while standing’

[ fostd: ] +[ fostd:] ‘laugh’ [ hostd: fiastd:] ‘while laughing’

[rota:] +[rotd:] ‘weep’  [rotd: - rotd: ]‘while weeping’

[ tortd:] +[ tortd:] ‘pass’ [tortd: - tortd:]‘while passing’

[ata: ] +[tfata] “pick’ [ tfa:td: - tfa:td:] ‘while picking’

[dza:ta: ] +[d3a:ta:] ‘go’[d3a:td: - d3a:td:]‘while going’

[atd@] +H[atd: ] ‘come’[ a:itd: - a:td:]‘while coming’

These reduplicated words refer to the actions performed over a certain period or in other words, these show the
distribution of actions over time. That indicates that there is a perpetuation in the occurrence of the activities
where the first action persists until another action comes to happen.

The following total reduplication gives the general meanings in the talk :

[batfo:] + [batfo:] ‘child’ [batfo: - batfo:] ‘every child’

[ko:n3:] + [Ko:n3:] ‘corner’ [ko:n3: - ko:n3:] ‘every corner’

[d3ogga:] +[d3agga:] ‘place’ [d3zogga: - d3ogga:] ‘every place’

[kafiar] +[kafiar] ‘house’ [kafiar - kafiar] ‘every house’

[gord:] +[ gord:] ‘village’ [ gerd: - gord:]‘every village’

[bu:to:] +[bu:ta:] ‘tree’ [bu:to: - bu:to:]‘ every tree’
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[ bondo:] +[ bando:] ‘person’ [bando: - bando: J‘every person’

[1K] +[ 1K] ‘one’ [tk - 1K] ‘every one’

The above reduplicated compounds perform the function of generalization where they give common meanings
instead of specific ones.

[kofiori:] +[ kofiori:] ‘time”  [kofiori: - kofiari:]‘again and again’

[sa:l] +H[sa:l] ‘year’ [sa:l - sal]‘every year’

[ mi:n3:] +[ mi:n3:] ‘month” [ mi:n3: - mi:n3:]‘every month’

[rat] + [raf] ‘night’ [rait- rai]‘every night’

[te:fa:ri:] +[ te:fa:piz] ‘day’ [te:fa:i: - te:fAa:ri:]‘every day’

[suba ] +[ suba] ‘morning ¢ [ subo - subs] ‘every morning’

In Gojri, the repeated or frequent occurrence of some events or actions is also expressed through total reduplica-
tion. The above examples illustrate this phenomenon. These compounds also entail the habitual occurrences of
the actions that refer to the actions carried out over the whole stretch of time.

Partial Reduplication

Partial reduplication is a type of morphological doubling where only a portion of the root word is reduplicated.
In Gojri, this class of reduplication is very productive. Like total reduplication, partial reduplication also per-
forms different semantic functions. Consider the following examples:

[la:] use” +[lu:] [la: - lu:]‘use thoroughly’

[tfa:] ‘pick up’ +[tfu:] [ tfa: - tfu:] ¢ pick up thoroughly’

[lo:r] ‘search’+[ la:y] [lo:r - lair]‘search thoroughly’

[tofio: ] ‘wash® +[tofia:]  [toho: - tofa: ] ‘wash thoroughly’

[ ku:tf] ‘wipe’ +[ka:t[ ] [ kutf - ka:tf] ‘wipe thoroughly’

[ koro:r] ‘scratch’ +[ kora:r] [Koro:r - kora:r]  ‘scratch thoroughly’

[pu:t/® ] ‘sweep’ +[ pa:t/r ] [putfr- patft] ‘sweep thoroughly’
[mon] ‘trim’ +[ man] [ mon - mon ]‘trim thoroughly’

[kop] ‘cut’ +[kop] [kep - kop] ‘cut thoroughly’

[tfon] ‘pluck’ +[tfon ] [tfon -tfon] ‘pluck thoroughly’

[dol] ¢ mash’ +[ du| ] [do] - dol]‘mash thoroughly’

[phes] ‘strangle” +[ ptus] [phes - phous] ‘strangled thoroughly’
[dos] ¢ show’ + [dus] [des - dus ]‘show thoroughly’

[kha:] ‘eat’ +[ktu:] [kPa: - ktu:] “eat thoroughly’
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The above reduplication indicates the semantic function of intensification in Gojri compounds. The second stem
is the partially reduplicated form of the base word. This partially reduplicated form does not exist on its own but
gives meaning when is compounded with the first stem. These reduplicated compounds show the intensification
in the way some action is carried out. Morphologically, the second stem is made by replacing /a:/ with /u:/, /u:/
and /o:/ with /a:/ and /u/ with /o/ and vice versa but the consonant sounds remain unchanged in the second stem.
The second stem is meaningless unless it gets into compounding with the first stem.

Semantic Reduplication

In Gojri, semantic reduplication takes place when two semantically identical or nearly identical words are com-
bined to form a new word for conveying the augmentative effect. Consider the following examples:

[ lu:lo: ] ‘without arms” +[ 13ggo: ] ‘without legs’ [ lu:lo: - 13gro: J“crippled’

[ kand: ] ‘deaf’ +[mddo: ] ‘without feet” [kand: - mddo: ‘handicapped’

[min ] ‘weigh’ +[gin ] ‘count’ [mm - gm] ‘Weigh and count thoroughly’

[jomlo: ] ‘nontypical® +[ fae:ro: ] ‘nontypical’ [jomlo: - fae:ro: ] abnormal person’

[ piir] ‘sain’ +[ foki:r ] ‘saint’ [ picr - foki:r ]‘saint’

[ Ja:di: ] ‘marriage’ +[be:ia] ‘marriage’ [ fa:di: - bea]‘marriages’

[ ryto:] ‘relation’+[ na:to: ] ‘relation’ [rifto: - na:to:] ‘relations

[do:ro:] ‘deaf”  [tokon] ‘nontypical’ [ do:ro: - tokon] ‘deafand dum’

All the above reduplicated compounds are formed based on identifiable components that took part in the com-
pounding. The components in a compound belonging to the same semantic field but are separable as they cor-
respond to contrastingunits. Semantic reduplication also involves the compounding of identical components as:
[bal ] ¢ fraud’ +[ fore:b]  fraud’ [bo| - fore:b ]*fraud’

[sa:g ] ‘vegetable’+[ sobzi: ]| ‘vegetable’[sa:g - sobzi: ]‘vegetables’

[ pafid:da: ] ‘pots’ +[barton ] ‘pots’ [ pehd:da: - barton ‘utensils’

[ palla: ] “clothe” + [kopra: ] ‘clothe’ [ palla: - kopra: ] ‘clothes’

[ gal ] ‘talk’ +[bait] ‘talk’ [gal -bait ] ‘talks’

[beira] ‘marriage’ + [ fa:di:] ‘marriage’ [ beira - fa:di:] ‘marriage’

The above semantic reduplication involves the reduplication of two semantically identical components but be-
longing to two different languages; the first component belongs to Gojri while the second one to the Urdu lan-
guage. In this way, two words get into compounding for the semantic purpose of augmentation. The semantic
function of emphasis is seen in the following reduplicated compounds:

[[iipo:] ‘whistle’ + [ Aakyi:] ‘noise’ [ Jizpo: - hokgi: ]loud noise’

[ dond ] ‘noise’ +[ ro:|o: ] ‘noise’ [dond - ro:|o:] ‘loud noise’

[pi:lo: ] ‘yellow’ +[ zord ] ‘yellow’ [pi:lo: - zord ] ° dark yellow’
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[roto: ] ‘red” +[la:l] ‘red’ [ratp: - la:l ]°dark red’
[ pa:| ] ‘prevention’+[parfie:z ] ‘prevention’ [pa:l - porfie:z] ‘careful prevention’
[ tel ] ‘service’+ [se:va:] ‘service’ [ tel - serva:] ‘look after’

The above reduplicated compounds are formed for emphasising the meanings. Both the components of a com-
pound have the same meanings but when get into compounding function as the intensification or emphasis.

1. CONCLUSION

The morphological study of reduplicated compounds reveals that Gojri involves the two stems for re-
duplication. In this morphological process of word formation, total and partial reduplication take place where
the whole and the part of a word is reduplicated respectively. In partial reduplication, the second component is
meaningless and does not exist on its own unless it gets into compounding with the first stem. In the case of
semantic reduplication, morphologically two different words but semantically similar words take part in the
compounding. Reduplication is a productive semantic class of Gojri compounds. These reduplicated compounds
perform different semantic functions. Semantically, reduplication performs the functions of augmentation, dimi-
nution and distribution. In Gojri, the reduplicated words also convey the meanings of emphasis and intensifica-
tion.
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